
 
 
August 10, 2026      

 
Shelley Moore Capito     Sheldon Whitehouse   

Chair        Ranking Member   
Committee on Environment and Public   Committee on Environment and Public 

Works        Works   
U.S. Senate       U.S. Senate 

Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510  
 
Dear Chair Capito and Ranking Member Whitehouse, 
 

We are members of Project TENDR (Targeting Environmental Neuro-Development Risks), a 
collaborative of scientists, health professionals, and public health advocates focused on 
preventing exposures to chemicals and pollutants that harm child brain development. Some of 

us have decades of collective experience and expertise in understanding the health impacts of 
toxic chemicals and have served on panels convened by the National Academies of Sciences, 

Engineering, and Medicine and other Federal peer review panels to evaluate the safety of 
chemicals that have the potential to harm children.  
 
We are concerned that the Environment & Public Works Committee soon plans to mark up 
legislation to re-open and potentially weaken EPA’s ability to protect public health under the 
Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). 
 
The Lautenberg Chemical Safety Act of 2016 added important protections to TSCA, including 

requiring an affirmative safety determination before new chemicals can be commercialized. 
Reopening TSCA will lead to a weakening of these protections, allowing highly toxic chemicals 

to enter the market with minimal restrictions, if any, adversely impacting the health of children. 
 

We ask that the Committee hold a hearing before any markup on this proposal. It is critical that 
the committee hear from stakeholders on the range of harmful impacts, particularly on 

children’s development, of any potential TSCA amendments. Until now, Members have heard 
primarily from industry lobbyists and their trade associations whose focus has been on 
weakening TSCA. Members would benefit greatly from hearing testimony on the impacts of 

toxic chemicals on those most vulnerable before advancing legislation.  
 

For an issue that has the potential to significantly impact children, we hope that you provide 
the opportunity for testimony that will be crucial for evaluating the impact of changes to TSCA.  



 
Sincerely, 
 
Jerry P. Abraham, MD MPH CMQ * 
Director of Public Health, Integration, Street Medicine & Workforce Development, 
Kedren Community Health Center 

Professor, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine & Science  
Past President, Los Angeles County Medical Association LACMA  

 
John R. Balmes, MD*  

Prof. of Medicine, UCSF; Prof. Environmental Health Sciences, UC Berkeley  
Director, Northern Calif Center for Occupational & Environmental Health  

UC Berkeley-UC Davis-UCSF  
 

Deborah H. Bennett, PhD* 

Professor, Dept. of Public Health Sciences, School of Medicine 
University of California, Davis 

 
Linda S. Birnbaum, PhD, DABT, ATS*  

Scientist Emeritus and Former Director, 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences and National Toxicology Program 

Scholar in Residence, Nicholas School of the Environment, Duke University  
 

Joseph Braun, PhD, RN* 
Professor, Department of Epidemiology 
Director, Center for Climate, Environment, & Health 
Brown University School of Public Health 
 
Charlotte Brody, RN 
National Director 
Healthy Babies, Bright Futures 
 

Carla Campbell, MD, MS, FAAP* 
Dornsife School of Public Health 
Drexel University 
 
Aimin Chen, MD, PhD* 
Professor of Biostatistics and Epidemiology 
Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania 
 

Jeanne A Conry, MD, PhD 
President, The Environmental Health Leadership Foundation 

 
Stephanie M. Engel, PhD* 



Professor of Epidemiology 
Director, UNC Center for Early Life Exposures and Neurotoxicity 
Deputy Director, Center for Environmental Health and Susceptibility 
Associate Director for Population Science, Biomedical Research Imaging Center  
Gillings School of Global Public Health, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  
 

Brenda Eskenazi, PhD*  
Professor Emeritus 

Director, Center for Environmental Research and Children's Health (CERCH)  
School of Public Health, University of California, Berkeley 

 
Robert M. Gould, MD* 

Associate Adjunct Professor, Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment 
UCSF School of Medicine 

President, San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility 

 
Russ Hauser, MD, ScD, MPH*  

Frederick Lee Hisaw Professor of Reproductive Physiology 
Professor of Environmental and Occupational Epidemiology 

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
Professor of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Biology, Harvard Medical School  

 
Irva Hertz-Picciotto, PhD, MPH* 

Director, UC Davis Environmental Health Sciences Center 
Professor, Dept. of Public Health Sciences & Medical Investigations of Neurodevelopmental  
Disorders (MIND) Institute, University of California, Davis 
 
Deborah Hirtz, MD* 
Pediatric Neurologist 
Volunteer Professor, University of Vermont 
Retired Program Director for Pediatric Neurological Research, NINDS, NIH 
 

 
Jane Houlihan, MSCE 
Research Director 
Healthy Babies Bright Futures 
 
Katie Huffling, RN, MS, CNM 
Executive Director 
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 

 
Rashmi Joglekar, PhD* 

Science Policy Director, Health and Toxics Policy Lab 
Department of Epidemiology and Population Health 



Stanford University 
 
Arthur Lavin, MD, FAAP  
Pediatrician 
Cleveland, Ohio 
 

Carmen Marsit, PhD* 
Rollins Distinguished Professor of Environmental Health 

Emory University Rollins School of Public Health 
 

Pamela Miller, MS  
Executive Director 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics  
 

Mark Miller MD, MPH*  

Director (retired), Children's Environmental Health Center 
California Environmental Protection Agency 

 
Mark A. Mitchell MD, MPH* 

Emeritus Professor of Climate Change, Energy, & Environmental Health Equity 

George Mason University 

Co-chair, Council on Environmental Health and Climate Change, National Medical Association 
 

Rachel Morello-Frosch, PhD, MPH* 
Professor, School of Public Health and 
Dept of Environmental Science, Policy, and Management 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
 
 
Beate Ritz, MD, PhD* 
Professor of Epidemiology, Environmental Health, and Neurology 

Fielding School of Public Health and School of Medicine 
University of California Los Angeles 
 
Leslie Rubin, MD*  
Assoc. Prof., Dept. of Pediatrics, Morehouse School of Medicine  
Co-director, Southeast Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit, Emory University  
Founder, Break the Cycle of Health Disparities, Inc.  
 

Susan L. Schantz, PhD*  
Professor Emeritus of Toxicology and Neuroscience  

Beckman Institute for Advanced Science and Technology  
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 



 
Veena Singla, PhD* 
Affiliate, Program on Reproductive Health and Environment 
University of California San Francisco 
 
Maureen Swanson, MPA 

Executive Director, Project TENDR  
 

Julia Varshavsky, PhD* 
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Health Sciences, Dept. of Civil Engineering 

Northeastern University 
 

R. Thomas Zoeller, PhD*  
Professor Emeritus, Biology Department  

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

 
Ami Zota, ScD, MS* 

Professor, Dept. of Environmental Health Sciences 
Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University 

 

*Affiliations are provided for identification purposes only and do not imply institutional 
endorsement or support. 

 

 


